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Water Resources Department - Registration of any private 
firm/person carrying out the business of drilling of borewells, filter 
point wells and tube wells in Kerala State Renewal fee and 
imposing fine - Revised orders issued. 

WATER RESOURCES (GROUND WATER) DEPARTMENT 

G.O.(Ms)No.4/2023/WRD Dated,Thiruvananthapuram, 24-01-2023 
Read 1 G.O.(Ms)No.59/2014/WRD dated 27.06.2014. 

2 Minutes of the 31st meeting of Kerala State Ground Water 

Authority held on 17.02.2022. 
3 Letter No.T4/7390/2013/DGW dated 10.11.2022 of Director, 

Ground Water Department, Thiruvananthapuram. 
ORDER 

As per the Government Order read as 1s paper above, 
Government ordered that any private firm/person carrying out the 

business of sinking wells, drilling of bore wells or tube wells in Kerala 

State shall obtain a registration certificate from the Kerala State Ground 

Water Authority with a registration fee of Rs.50,000/- to each rig. An 

annual fee Rs.5,000/- will be charged on each firm and a fine not 

exceeding Rs.25,000/- will be charged on the firm which works without 

registration. The registration fee/license fee will be enhanced annually 

by 5%. 

2. Kerala State Ground Water Authority as per the minutes read 

as 2nd above, directed the Director, Ground Water Department to 

submit a proposal to Government for the amendment of existing 
Government Order since there is lack of clarity in certain matters 
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especially in the case of the authority to impose fine for rigs caused for 

illegal drilling. 

3. As per the letter read as 3 paper above, Director, Ground 

Water Department forwarded a detailed proposal, for revising 

registration fee and for imposing fine regarding drilling of bore wells, 

filter point wells and tube wells in Kerala State. 

4. Government have examined the matter in detail and are pleased too 

revise the Government order read as 1st paper above as follows: 

(1). Any firm or agency whose owner, a resident in Kerala 

having Voters ID card/Aadhar card desiring to carry out 

business of drilling bore well/tube well/ filter point well/hand 

bore in the State shall register his firm/agency and rigs with 

State Ground Water Authority and obtain a certificate of 

registration. 

(2). Each firm/agency shall have a drilling rig operator with a 

minimum experience of 3 years in the water well drilling work. 

She/He should be above 18 years of age. 

(3). The application shall be submitted online. The details of 

application fee remitted and other documents prescribed should 

be uploaded along with the application. 

(4). Separate application fom shall be submitted for each 

drilling rig. 

(5). An application fee of Rs.1000/- (Rupees One Thousand 

Only) shall be levied on an application for the registration of 
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agency and Rs.1000/- (Rupees One Thousand Only) for each rig 

associated with the firm/agency. 

(6). The registration of all water well drilling rigs shall be done 

at the level of Director, Ground Water Department. The Director 

should submit the details of the registered rigs with supporting 

documents in the subsequent meeting of the State Ground Water 

Authority. 

(7). The registration fee for a firm/agency who wish to engage in 

the construction of bore well/tube well is Rs.60,000/- (Rupees 

Sixty Thousand Only). 

(8). Each firm/agency can register a maximum of 3 rigs. 

(9). The registration fee for each DTH, Rotary or Dismantling 

type Rotary rig is Rs.12,000/- (Rupees Twelve Thousand Only). 

(10). The registration fee for agency/firm having only filter point 

or hand bore machinery is Rs.15,000/- (Rupees Fifteen 

Thousand Only). 

(11). The registration fee for each filter point unit/hand bore unit 

is Rs.5000/- (Rupees Five Thousand Only). 

(12). Once the rig registration certificate is issued, it is 

mandatory that the firm/agency should download & register in 

Neerarivu' mobile app of Ground Water Department & upload 
well data after every work. 
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(13). Additional fece of Rs.12,000/- (Rupees Twelve Thousand 

Only) is to be remitted if any of the DTH/Rotary/Dismantling 

Type Rotary rigs already been registered is to be replaced by a 

new rig. 

(14). Additional fee of Rs.5000/- (Rupees Five Thousand Only) 

is to be remitted if any of the Filter Point Unit already been 

registered is to be replaced by a new unit. 

(15). As part of EoDB (Ease of Doing Business), a prioritized 

industrial policy of Government of Kerala, the entire process of 

rig registration shall be completed within a time limit of 45 days 

on receipt of complete and correct application. 

(16). Registration of the rig shall be renewed annually. 

(17). Renewal fee for each DTH/Rotary/Dismantling Type 

Rotary rig is Rs.6000/- (Rupees Six Thousand Only) and for 

filter point unit/hand bore is Rs.3000/- (Rupees Three Thousand 

Only). 

(18). Registration fee and renewal fee for agency/firm and rig 

shall be enhanced annually by 5%. 

(19). A registered firm/agency can replace the functional unit 

due to various reasons, but the registration of the unit will 

automatically be cancelled as per the request of the firm/agency 

and the firm/agency can register new rig in place of the 
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cancelled rig by following the registration process. 

(20). A fine of Rs.1,00,000/- (Rupees One Lakh Only) shall be 

imposed on the owner of the firm/agency who is engaged in 

drilling without valid registration certificate for the first offense 

and for the subsequent offense, the registration of firm/agency 

should be cancelled and the rig should be confiscated with the 

help of local police. 

(21). The District Officer is authorized to impose penalty or fine 

in the initial level and the Director is authorized as Appellate 

Authority. 

5. The revised Annexure I Procedure and Guidelines for the 

Registration of Firms/Agencies engaged in the construction of 

groundwater abstraction structures, and Annexure II - Prescribed 

proforma of application form for issuing registration for 

rigs/firms/agency is appended to this order. 

of 

6. The conditions mentioned in last para of the Government 

Order read above will remain in force. 

7. The Government order read above stand modified to the 

above extent. 

(By order of the Governor) 
DEEPA N.C 

DEPUTY SECRETARY 

To: 
Director, Ground Water Department, Thiruvananthapuram. 

All District Officers, Ground Water Department 



G.0.(Ms)No.4/2023/WRD 

(Through Director, Ground Water Department) 

Principal Accountant General (A&E/Audit) Kerala, 

Thiruvananthapuram. 
Finance Department (Vide U.O.(N)No.2303963/Agri-B1/562/ 

2022-Fin dated 19.01.2023) 

1&PRD, web & New Media (for uploading in the Govt. website). 

Stock file/Office copy. 

Forwarded /By order 

Signed by 
Praneesh MP 
Date: 2hgetiz3 AIGPs 



ANNEXURE 1 

Procedure and Guidelines for the Registration of Firms/Agencies engaged 
in the construction of groundwater abstraction structures 

1. Any firm or agency owner, a resident in Kerala having Voter's ID card/Aadhar card 

desiring to carryout business of drilling borewell/tubewell/filterpoint wel/hand bore in 

the state shall register his firm/agency and machinery with State Ground Water Authority 

and obtain a certificate of registration. 

2. Each firm/agency should have a drilling machine operator with a minimum experience of 

3 years in the water well drilling work. He/she should be above 18 years of age. 

3. The application should be submitted online. The details of application fee remitted and 

other documents prescribed should be uploaded along with the application. 

4. Separate application form should be submitted for each drilling rig. 

5. An Application fee of Rs. 1000/- should be levied on an application for the registration of 

agency and Rs. 1000/- for each rig associated with the firm /agency. 

6. The registration of all water well drilling rigs should be done at the level of Director, 

Groundwater Department. The Director should submit the details of the registered rigs 

with supporting documents in the subsequent meeting of the State Ground Water 

Authority. 
7. Incomplete/wrongly filled application forms should be returned to the firm for correction 

with proper written reasons within 10 days from the date of receipt of the application by 

the District officer. 

8. Applications with false information shall be given a hearing opportunity after which if 

found false shall be rejected. Such firm/agency should be banned for life time. 

9. No application shall be rejected without giving an opportunity of being heard. 

10. The instructions given along with the application should be strictly followed. 

11. The documents attached with the application should be duly verified with the originals. In 

case of documents appearing vague or not genuine, the same should be clearly verified by 

the District Officer, Groundwater Department.

12. The drilling rigs which will be produced for registration is to be inspected at the district 

level. The drilling machines should be physically verified by the Assistant Engineer & 

Assistant Executive Engineer and the verification report has to be counter signed and 

approved by the District officer, Groundwater Department. The officers at the time of 

inspection should ensure that the rig mounted vehicle is fitted with GPs. On further 



inspection after getting registration, if GPS is found removed/malfunctioned, the 

registration of the firm/agency should be cancelled. 

13. The District officer should forward to the Director, the copy of verified application, 
documents duly verified with originals & attested by the District officer along with 

detailed technical inspcction report with recommcndation. 

14. The firm should be asked to remit the registration fee from the Directorate after verifying 
the documents submitted by the District office. 

15. The registration fee for agency/firm and rigs should be remitted prior to the issuance of 

Registration Certificate. 

16. The registration fee for the fim/agency who wish to engage in the construction of 

borewell/tubewell is Rs.60000/- 

17. Each firm/agency can register a maximum of 3 rigs. 
18. The registration fee for each DTH, rotary or dismantling type rotary rig is Rs. 12000/- 
19. The registration fee for agency/fim having only filter point or hand bore machinery is 

Rs.15000/- 
20. The registration fee for each filer point unit/hand bore unit is Rs.5000/-

21. Once the rig registration certificate is issued, it is mandatory that the firm/agency should 

download & register in 'Neerarivu' mobile app of Ground Water department & upload 

well data after every work. 

22. Additional fee of Rs. 12000/- is to be remitted if any of the DTH/Rotary/Dismantling type 

rotary rigs already been registered is to be replaced by a new rig 
23. Additional fee of Rs.5000/- is to be remitted if any of the Filer point unit is already been 

registered is to be replaced by new unit. 

24. As part of EoDB (Ease of Doing Business), a prioritized industrial policy of Govemment 

of Kerala, the entire process of rig registration should be completed within a time limit of 

45 days on receipt of complete & correct application. 

25. Registration of the rig should be renewed annually. 

26. Renewal fee for each DTH/Rotary/Dismantling type rotary rigs is Rs.6000/- and for filter 

point unit /hand bore is Rs.3000/ 

27. Registration fee and the renewal fee for agency/firm and rig should be enhanced annually 

by 5%. 

28. A registered firm/agency can replace the functional unit due to various reasons, but the 

registration of the unit will be cancelled as per the request of the firm/agency and the 

firm/agency can register new rig in place of the cancelled rig by following the registration 

process. 



29. Construction of any drilled wells in the state should be done as per the norms prescribed 

in Kerala Panchayath Building Rules 2019 and Kerala Municipality Building Rules 2019. 

30. The depth of filter point wells should be restricted to 20m. 

31. The maximum depth of the well to be drilled should be as per the Groundwater Clearance 

Certificate issued from the District Office, Groundwater Department. If in any case, it has 

to be extended, the concerned Hydrogeologist of the District Office or Junior 

Hydrogeologist in the absence of Hydrogelogist should be recommended. 

32. The assembly chart for the tubewells should be obtained from the concerned District 

Office of the Groundwater Department. 

33. The casing pipe inserted into the wells drilled in hard rock terrain should be seated 

properly into the hard rock. To ensure the safety of the phreatic aquifer, from which the 

dug wells are fetching water, the overburden drilled should be properly sealed and the 

drilling agency should ensure that the casing pipe is not having any perforation of rupture. 

The casing pipe should be inserted not less than 1 m into the hard rock to avoid any 

interference with the phreatic aquifer. 

34. Application for renewal of registration of rigs should be submitted online between 30 to 

60 days before the expiry of registration. 

35. A fine of Rs.100000/- should be imposed to the owner of the firm/agency/rig working 

within the state without valid registration certificate of firm/agency/rig, for the first 

offence and for the subsequent offence, the registration of firm/agency should be 

cancelled and the machinery should be confiscated with the help of local police. 

36. The District Officer is authorized to impose or fine in the initial level and the Director, 

Groundwater Department is authorized as Appellate authority. 

37. The drilling agency/firm registered under SGWA is bound to obey the guidelines issued 

by the Hon'ble Supreme Court of India in the judgment of WP(C) of 2009 dated: 
on 

August 2010 while engaging in the drilling work. 

38. The dry wells should be properly abandoned and reported to the concermed District 

Officer of Groundwater Department as mentioned in the guidelines issued by the Hon'ble 

Supreme Court of India in the judgment of WP(C) of 2009 dated: 6 August 2010. 

39. Original Registration Certificate of Rig and Attested copy of the registration certificate of 

firm/agency should be kept in each rig and should be produced before the authorities as 

and when required.

40. The registration number should be displayed on the rig in a clearly visible manner. No 

other misleading writings/information should be displayed on the rig. 



41. The registered agencies should ensure the safety of the people associated with the drilling 

works 
42. A log book certified by the District Officer, Ciroundwater Department should be kept in 

the rig for entering the details of work carried out (all the details included in the 

proforma) should be maintained. This should be produccd before the authoritics as and 

when required. 

43. No registration of agcncy/rigs should be cancelled without giving an opportunity to be 

heard. 

44. Record of Registered firms/agencies with the details of rig registered along with 

Registration number should be kept in Distriet Offices for easy reference. 

45. In case of rig mounted vehicle, drilling rigs registered outside Kerala, the following 

documents should be verified and the registration of rig should be given only upto the 

validity of the documents. 

a. For rigs registered as Non transport Vehicle Kerala road tax remittance 

particulars. 

b. For rigs registered as Transport Vehicle - Kerala road permit 

46. The registration certificate for the agencies and rigs are not transferable, 

47. The following conditions should be strictly followed for the scientific and sustainable 

construction of wells. 

a. During the construction of borewell casing pipe should be properly seated by 

drilling the hard rock upto I m using rock drilling bit. 

b. Assembly chart of the tubewell should be obtained from the District Officer, 

Groundwater Department. 

48. All conditions specified in the certificate of registration should be strictly followed, in 

case if there is any violation is reported during verification/inspection, the registration of 

the agency shall be cancelled. 

49. The agency should give a completion certificate to the owner of the well stating the

following details 

a. Period of work 

b. Diameter of the well (mm) 

c. Total depth drilled (m)

d. Total OB drilled (m) 

e. Length of the casing pipe (m) 

f. Depth of water bearing zone (m) 

g. Drill time discharge (litres/hour)
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it fro

m
 L

S
G

D
 an

d
 S

G
W

A
 an

d
 

registration c
e
rtific

a
te

 fo
r th

e first tim
e a

n
d

 in th
e
 subsequent offence the registration o

f th
e a

g
e
n

c
y

 w
ill be c

a
n

c
e
lle

d
 an

d
 th

e m
achinery sh

o
u

ld
 

be c
o

n
fisc

a
te

d
 w

ith
 th

e
 help of the lo

cal police. T
h

e provision m
e
n

tio
n

e
d

 in K
erala G

round W
a
te

r (C
ontrol &

 R
egulation) A

ct, 2
0

0
2

 S
ectio

n
 15 

(4)&
 (5) is applicable in this c

a
s
e
. 

5
. 

O
riginal R

egistration C
e
rtific

a
te

 o
f R

ig a
n

d
 A

tte
ste

d
 c

o
p

y
 o

f th
e registration C

ertificate o
f firm

/agency should b
e
 kept in each

 rig. 

6. 
A

ll 
the 

te
rm

s
 an

d
 
c
o

n
d

itio
n

s stipulated 
in 

th
e
 Suprem

e 
C

o
u

rt Judgem
ent 

o
n

 W
P(C

) 
N

o
. 

3
6

 o
f 2

0
0

9
 

D
ated

: 
1

1
/0

2
/2

0
1

0
 sh

o
u

ld
 

b
e strictly 

follow
ed. 

7
. 

T
h

e
 registered a

g
e
n

c
y

 / firm
 s

h
a
l 

n
o

t u
n

d
e
rta

k
e
 c

o
n

s
tru

c
tio

n
 o

f a
n

y
 ground 

w
a
te

r ab
stractio

n
 s

tru
c
tu

re
s
 in n

o
tified

 
a
r
e
a
 w

ith
o

u
t th

e perm
it o

f 

G
ro

u
n

d
 W

ater D
ep

artm
en

t. 

8. 
T

h
e
 firm

/ a
g

e
n

c
y

 sh
o

u
ld

 give d
etails of the ground w

a
te

r a
b

s
tra

c
tio

n
 
s
tr

u
c
tu

r
e
s
 c

o
n

s
tru

c
te

d
 in

 th
e prescribed fo

rm
at in ev

ery
 th

ree m
o

n
th

s. T
h

e
 

d
e
ta

ils o
f th

e
 ground 

w
a
te

r a
b

stra
c
tio

n
 
s
tr

u
c
tu

r
e
s
 c

o
n

s
tru

c
te

d
 

in
 
o

th
e
r d

istric
ts s

h
o

u
ld

 also
 b

e given 
to

 th
e c

o
n

c
e
rn

e
d

 D
istrict

O
fficers

in e
v

e
ry

 

th
re

e
 m

o
n

th
. 

T
h

e
 firm

/ a
g

e
n

c
y

 sh
o

u
ld

 give bill to
 the p

arty
 for each w

o
rk

 cam
ied

 o
u

t by th
em

. T
h

e
 bill sh

o
u

ld
 c

o
n

ta
in

 G
S

T
 num

ber, R
eg. N

o
. fro

m
 lo

cal se
lf 

9. 

g
o

v
e
rm

m
e
n

t, reg
istratio

n
 n

u
m

b
e
r for firm

/agency a
n

d
 rig given by G

ro
u

n
d

 W
a
te

r D
epartm

ent. 

1
0

. A
ny o

th
e
r in

s
tru

c
tio

n
s

issu
e
d

 by th
e
 G

ro
u

n
d

 W
a
te

r D
epartm

ent fro
m

 tim
e to

 tim
e sh

o
u

ld
 b

e fo
llo

w
ed

.

1
1

. C
o

n
s
tru

c
tio

n
of any d

rille
d

 w
ells in th

e
 s

ta
te

 sh
o

u
ld

 b
e
 d

o
n

e
 
a
s
 p

e
r th

e N
o

rm
s prescribed

in
 K

e
ra

la
 Panchayat B

uilding R
u

les 2
0

1
9

 an
d

 K
erala 

M
unicipality B

uilding R
ules, 2

0
1

9
. T

h
e
 depth of filter point w

e
lls sh

o
u

ld
 b

e
 restricted

to
 2

0
m

. 

1
2

. T
h

e
 registered agencies sh

o
u

ld
 
e
n

s
u

r
e
 th

e
 safety of the people a

sso
c
ia

te
d

w
ith

 th
e
 drilling w

o
rk

s. 

1
3

. T
h

e
 registration

w
ill b

e c
a
n

c
e
lle

d
,if the fim

/agency
v

io
la

te
s a

n
y

 t
e
m

s
 &

 c
o

n
d

itio
n

s o
f th

e registration.



A
nnexure 3 

S
tate G

ro
u

n
d

 W
ater A

uthority
G

overnm
ent

of K
erala 

C
E

R
T

IFIC
A

T
E

 O
F

 R
E

G
IST

R
A

T
IO

N
 O

F
 D

R
IL

L
IN

G
 R

IG
S 

N
am

e o
f A

gency: 

R
egistration N

o. of A
gency: 

R
egistration N

o of R
ig: 

SGW
A/DIS/DA000/DRO00/YYYY 

T
ype o

f R
ig: 

Issuing
D

ate: 

V
alid upto: 

T
his certificate is n

o
t transferrable and the s

a
m

e
 is to

 be kept in the rig. 
T

h
e validity o

f this certificate is subject to
 the com

pliance o
f the conditions m

entioned overleaf. 

D
IR

EC
TO

R
 

G
R

O
U

N
D

 W
A

T
E

R
 D

E
PA

R
T

M
E

N
T

 



T
he validity o

f this certificate is subject to
 th

e com
pliance o

f the conditions m
entioned below

: 

1. 
Registration o

f the rigs should be renew
ed annually. A

pplication for renew
al o

f registration o
f rigs should be subm

itted to the D
istrict O

fficers 
betw

een 30 to
 60 days before the expiry o

f registration. 
2. 

O
riginal Registration C

ertificate o
f Rig and A

ttested co
p

y
 o

f the registration C
ertificate o

f firm
/agency should be kept in each rig. 

3. 
A

ll the term
s and conditions stipulated in the Suprem

e C
ourt Judgem

ent 
o

n
 W

P(C
) N

o. 36 of 2009 D
ated: 11/02/2010 should be strictly follow

ed. 
4. 

T
he registration n

u
m

b
er should be painted in the rig in clearly visible 

m
a
n

n
e
r
. N

o other m
isleading w

ritings / inform
ation should be displayed 

o
n

 

the rig 

5. 
A

 log book certified by th
e D

istrict O
fficer should be kept in each rig and details o

f w
ell constructed by the rig should be entered in this register 

T
he register should also b

e m
ad

e available during field inspection. 
6. 

T
h

e fim
 /agency sh

o
u

ld
 give bill to

 the party for each
 w

onk carried out by them
. T

h
e bill should contain G

S
T

 num
ber, R

eg. N
o. from

 local self 

governm
ent, registration n

u
m

b
er for firm

/agency an
d

 rig given by G
round W

ater D
epartm

ent. 
7. 

A
n

y
 o

th
er instructions issu

ed
 b

y
 the G

round W
ater D

epartm
ent from

 tim
e to tim

e should be follow
ed. 

8. 
C

onstruction o
f an

y
 drilled w

ells in the sta
te

 should b
e done a

s
 p

er the N
orm

s prescribed in K
erala Panchayat B

uilding R
ules 2019 and K

erala 

M
unicipality B

uilding R
ules, 2019. T

he depth o
f filter point w

ells should be restricted to 20m
. 

9. 
T

h
e follow

ing co
n

d
itio

n
s sh

o
u

ld
 be strictly follow

ed for the scientific and sustainable
construction

o
f drilled w

ells 

a) 
D

u
rin

g
 th

e construction o
f bore w

ell casing p
ip

e should be properly seated by drilling the hard rock upto Im
 using rock drilling bit. 

b) 
A

ssem
b

ly
 ch

art o
f the tubew

ell should b
e obtained from

 the D
istrict O

fficer, G
round W

ater D
epartm

ent. 

10. T
he registration w

ill be cancelled, if the firm
/agency violates any term

s &
 conditions of the registration. 
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